NUCLEAR POWER

Report on the 2006 USA-STARS AOV Summer Training Session

By David Sear (Valve World), Bill Fitzgerald (Emerson Process Management-Fisher Division) and Tim Scoggins (USA-STARS).

The USA-STARS AOV Summer Meeting* is
traditionally a well-attended event, in which
predominantly utility personnel meet to hear about,
and especially to discuss, the latest trends,
developments and insights regards air-operated
valves in nuclear power plants. This year's event, co-
hosted by Emerson Process Management-Emerson
Division, proved to be no exception. All the sessions
were characterised by a high level of content and
stimulating, frank discussions about AOV

performance. A report from Marshalltown, USA.

he 2006 USA-STARS AOV meeting

was kicked off promptly at 7:30 on
Tuesday, 25 July by Emerson’s Bill Fitzger-
ald. Welcoming the 60-plus attendees, he
quickly reviewed the objectives and
ground rules for the show, before inviting
delegates to avail themselves of the coffee
and other breakfast items thoughtfully
provided by the organisers. The USA-
STARS’ Tim Scoggins then took the stage
to outline the programme for the coming
three days. Without going into too much
detail, he ran through the attractive pro-
gramme that had been compiled, includ-
ing plenary presentations, various break-
out sessions on topical subjects and also
plant trips for a first-hand look at

Emerson’s research, units-for Fisher®
products. With the latter issue in mind,
Mr Scoggins thanked Emerson for agree-
ing to act as co-hosts for the seminar. “This
is the very first time USA-STARS has co-
operated with a supplier, and the choice of
Emerson is very apt. After all, Emerson
has has a massive population of installed
Fisher valves and other equipment at all
your plants,” he told the audience.

Gus Williams was the first of the sched-
uled speakers to take the podium and he
gave a succinct overview of the Nuclear
Power Team for Fisher products. He
touched on the skills and roles of the vari-
ous team members, the direction of the

group as a whole, and how the group aims

The USA STARS AOV meeting drew a highly enthusiastic audience
from nuclear power plants across the United States.

to meet the needs of the industry. “Many
of the nuclear plants in the United States
were built in the 60s and 70s. Much of the
equipment is therefore nearing the end of
its lifecycle and so it is time to consider
replacements. We will work with plants,
whether they want like-for-like replace-
ment components, or wish to see how
more modern equipment could help en-
hance safety and performance.” Mr
Williams’ presentation kick-started a veri-
table barrage of questioning from the au-
dience. In fact, this level of questioning
and dialogue was to continue throughout
the seminar and is without doubt one of
the great assets of this show. Topics Mr
Williams was asked to expand on included

* USA-STARS AOV = Utilities Service Alliance / Strategic Teaming and Resource Sharing, Air Operated Valves
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